CHAPTER SEVEN

THE NAME OF THE LORD IN ZION

“Thou in thy lovingkindness hast led the people that thou hast
redeemed: thou hast guided them in thy strength to thy holy
habitation ... Thou wilt bring them in, and plant them in the
mountain of thine inheritance, the place, 0 Lord, which thou
hast made for thee to dwell in, the sanctuary, O Lord, which thy
hands have established” (Ex.15:13,17).

“Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? And who shall
stand in his holy place?” (Ps. 24:3).

“And | saw, and behold, the Lamb standing on the mount Zion,
and with him a hundred and forty and four thousand, having his
name, and the name of his Father, written on their foreheads’
(Rev. 14:1).

“For the Lord hath built up Zion; he hath appeared in his glory
... that men may declare the name of the Lord in Zion” (Ps.
102:16,21).

A present foretaste of glory

The above passage in the book of Exodus is very remarkable
in this respect, that the reaching of Zion, the holy habitation, the
hill of the Lord — for so it proved to be eventually — is spoken
of asthough it were aready an accomplished fact at the beginning
of the history of Israel as a nation; for Exodus 15 occurs when
Israel is only just out of Egypt and just over the Red Sea The
inspired song sees the end at once and brings it right forward, and
the people are, in spirit, in the good of the end right at the outset.
It is the language of accomplished fact. “ Thou hast led ... thou
hast guided ... to thy holy habitation...” There you have New
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Testament history crammed into a very small compass of words;
because right at the beginning of the church’s history, when the
book of the Acts opens, you are only just past Calvary, you are
just out of the authority of darkness, but the whole spirit and at-
mosphere is of present attainment of the end. The Lord’s people
there are undoubtedly, in spirit and enjoyment — at the end of the
journey. They have arrived. They have come to Zion. They have
ascended into the hill of the Lord, and it is with glory men may
declare the name
of the Lord in Zion. Thus it was right at the beginning. Whenever
the

Lord brings in part of His purpose of the ages, He always brings
it in with glory. The bringing in is always accompanied by a sense
of fulness, attainment and realization. It has aways been like that,
and those who were there at the time fdt, “We have reached the
end, we are there!” That was the spirit of it.

You know that is how you fed when you get truly and
soundly born again. At the time you fed there is nothing more to
be done; you are ready for glory, heaven has arrived! No one can
tell you anything, teach you anything! It is that spirit of youth
which says: | have more understanding than all my teachers! It is
all glory. God has broken in so far as you are concerned. It is the
coming of the great purpose of the ages, and you have arrived. So
it is whenever the Lord comes in like that. He gives at the begin-
ning an experience, a vison, a consciousness, a redlization, of the
greatness and the glory of His purpose; we are just full of it. That
is how they were in those first days of the church’s history.

A process begun

But then the tense changes — “ Thou wilt bring themin ...”
— and it is not long before you discover that it is not only that
you have a present foretaste, but also you are in a process begun
— you have arrived, but you have to go yet some way before you
do arrive. There is a glorious paradox about it al. The Holy
Spirit has touched the end at the beginning, and then He has taken
up that end to make it more than just a sensation, just an ecstasy
— to make it an inward reality. Although on that day, when they
were just over the Red Sea, Isradl did sing so lustily about having
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arrived, they had to learn that in spiritual geography there was a
long way to go for that to become something more than just a
sense of things, however great that sense might be.

What is the Lord doing when He combines these tenses,
bringing these two things together — the realization that we are
come to Mount Zion and yet that we have a long way to go, and
something has yet to be done? The Lord knows us very well. He
knows redlities. He does not build upon nebulous, abstract foun-
dations. He is going to have rea people — very rea people. As
we said earlier, the Lord' s spiritual people are the greatest realists
on earth. They know increasingly how real everything is that is
spiritual. Such things become amost desperately real. This is not
merely some-thing in the mind, this is something tremendoudy
real. Those forces of evil are very, very rea. The ground which
they have in the broken-down humanity which is ours is very,
very real ground. Everything that has to do with the spiritua life
isvery real indeed, and the Lord is the great Redlist where we are
concerned. He is going to have nothing that is merely an emotion.
He gives the foretaste, the earnest, and then He says, “Now | am
going to set to work to make that your real position”. When at
length the hundred and forty-four thousand are found with the
Lamb on Mount Zion, you notice by the context that they are not
a people who have come there merely on an emation or an ecstasy
or ateaching. They have come through things. They are not only
in the truth, the truth isin them.

That brings us at once to this further spoke in the wheel of
which we were speaking earlier, the very hub of which is Zion. It
brings us to this, the name of the Lord in Zion. Looking at the
actual spiritual counterpart of all this Old Testament teaching
about Zion — Pentecost, the Lord Jesus — what is the thing that
is so very much in evidence from that moment; the thing that is
more on the lips of the apostles than anything else, and which
congdtitutes the dynamic of their ministry, their testimony, their
work? Is it not the name of Jesus? And this is no mere designa-
tion, this is a mighty registration. That Name carries with it all
the impact and force of heaven. Nothing can stand before that
Name. World powers will seek to withstand, but they will be bro-
ken. Herod may seek to destroy the servants of the Lord and the
church, but he will be destroyed out of hand. The Lord in every
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redm in the book of the Acts gives evidence that the name of
Jesus is no ordinary name. “ God highly exalted him, and gave
unto him the name which is above every name.” It is the Name
of exaltation, ascension.

Zion the embodiment of the Name

Zion is the embodiment of the Name. Take the history of
Zion again. It isthe city of David, “ the city of the great King” . It
is the greatest name in Isragl’s history. It embodies the greatest
glory of their nationa life. The greater than David has ascended
up on high, the angelic hosts have burst forth in their festal song
— " Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates; and be ye lifted up, ye ever-
lasting doors: and the King of glory will comein” (Ps. 24:7). In
the New Testament we have a very smilar title given to the Lord
Jesus — “they ... crucified the Lord of glory” (1 Cor. 2:8); and,
again, weread, “ Ye ... killed the Prince of life; whom God raised
from the dead” (Acts 3:14,15). “ 1 have set my king upon my
holy hill of Zion". Zion is the name of supreme power, supreme
glory; and in the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, “ of things
in heaven and things on earth and things under the earth” (Phil.
2:10). Zion then means the power and glory and sovereignty of
the name of the Lord Jesus as a mighty working power, register-
ing itself upon things spiritual and sometimes upon things tempor-
al, a name which carries with it all authority in heaven and in
earth. It isthe Name of authority.

The need to recover the authority of the Name

Now | suggest to you — and | expect | have your immediate
agreement — that what is needed today is the recovery of the
authority of the name of Jesus in the church. We use it so fre-
guently, it comesinto our language and phraseology, but we know
all too little of its virtue. | am not suggesting to you now that we
should seek after demonstrations in physical and temporal realms
of the power and authority of the name of the Lord Jesus, but
rather that what we need is the presence of the power of the
Name, as something which weakens all other powers. For me that
means something very much more than just demonstrations in the
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tempora realm. What we really do need is a power, a force a
work which goes right on, persists and overcomes in a quiet, S-
lent, steady way — when all the adverse forces are at work to
frustrate, we go right on and become irresistible in a spiritua
way. The thing goes on, the work is done. You marve that it is
S0, when you take account of al that is set against it. That which
is of interest to the Lord really does hold on its way, and not only
maintains its existence, but increases, and there is nothing to ac-
count for this in any other realm than that there is somewhere a
mighty divine force at work; and do what they may and will, nei-
ther the naked powers of evil nor their instrumentalities can stop
it.

| believe that was the outworking of things at the beginning.
Y ou have demonstrations in the book of the Acts, but that book is
a book of principles; that is, it is a book in which the Lord in the
foundation of the church, in the beginning of the dispensation, is
making it very plain that certain spiritua things are very real. He
may remove the ways in which He does make that plain, but the
reality goes on, and when you think about it, you would prefer it
like that. No one wants to have a continuous, everyday repetition
of the incident of Ananias and Sapphira. Do you want to see in
any of the companies of the Lord’s people men and women liter-
ally stricken down and carried out because they sinned against the
Holy Ghost? No, but what we do want to know is that people are
made aware of the fact that they cannot withstand the Holy Ghost
with impunity, that it is a very dangerous thing to spiritual life
and it may be to the physical also — to stand in the way of the
exalted Christ. What we want is to see that Christ is Lord in His
house — but not by just physical and temporal demonstrations. It
is the mighty working of a spiritual power, where everything is
very real and the Lord is Lord.

That is the principle of the Name. It is a great spiritual
authority at work and nothing can withstand the goings. Oh, itisa
great thing! | often think that Gamalid was more inspired than we
have imagined or than he knew. He did indeed utter a great truth
when he said, “ If it is of God, ye will not be able to overthrow
them lest haply ye be found even to be fighting against God”
(Acts 5:39). It is a hopeless thing to get in God'sway. “ If it be of
God ...”. That is the only assurance you and | want — that a
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thing is of God. If it be not of God, then our prayer is, The Lord
save us from it! But if it be of God, let all forces combine, let all
tongues wag, let al devices be resorted to — it will go on! Why?
Because the name of the Lord is going to be declared in Zion. It is
this mighty meaning of the name of the Lord. It is the Name of
transcendent power. That is the fact, and that is what we are con-
cerned with.

Then, of course, there comes the challenge. They did not
actually stay on mount Zion very long, even in the book of the
Acts. Positionally, of course, the church is always there, but actu-
aly not always so. We were saying in our previous meditation
that the church made the earth-touch all too soon. So at Corinth
you find believers at dtrife, and saying, “ 1 am of Paul, and | of
Apollos” (1 Cor. 1:12). This is making something of other
names, and even bringing the exalted Name down in spirit to the
level of an earthly party — “ 1 am of Christ”. Human likes and
dislikes, preferences, antipathies and sympathies, and al the ac-
tivities of human judgment, an earth-touch with a fallen creation,
have made something of other names, and the glory of the Name
isveiled.

Or you go to Galatia, and you find they have come down
from Zion and have gone to Sinai. That is to say, they have
brought everything to the level of legalistic Old Testament relig-
ion — Judaism again with its legal bondage — and the glory and
the power of the Name are once more suspended. Wherever thisis
found to be the case, the underlying cause is ever the same. You
can only know the mighty operation of that ascension power of
the exalted Lord, as represented by His name, if you stay up with
Him in Zion. Come down to earth in spirit, and you lose it, you
forfeit it.

The need to get on to higher ground

Now, that is capable of such wide and varied application
that we could never cover the ground. But we can say this in an
inclusive, comprehensive way: for al the laws of spiritual power,
effectiveness and glory, the need is higher ground. | would say
that of amost every stuation of which | know where the glory is
veiled, the power has gone, and anything but Zion conditions pre-
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vail. Corinthians, you are al divided up against one another, sus-
pecting one another, preferring, choosing; and what is your state?
You are in a state of chaos and defeat. Your need is higher
ground. As believers, you have to get off this ground of mankind.
If you and |, asthe Lord' s people who bear His name, come down
on to human ground with one another, we forsake the power and
glory and working of that Name. It is not that we are going to live
a make-believe life. We are very real people, and the people we
have to do with are very real people too. They are very awkward,
they have their weaknesses, their flaws, their faults, and many
things difficult to put up with, even though they be the Lord's
people. And you know quite well that, while you are taking ac-
count of people as they are in nature it is keeping you down, and
keeping everything down, and the glory is being excluded and the
power is suspended. The Holy Spirit, being within all the truly
born-again children of God, constitutes and provides another kind
of ground upon which we have definitely to place our feet. We
have deliberately and persistently to regard the matter in this way:
“So-and-so is of such akind, and there is this and that about him,
and if | proceed on purely natural grounds | shall not go on far
with him; | shal eliminate him, and not have any fellowship with
him. He is a child of God, the Holy Spirit is as much in him asin
me by new birth; and he might find just as many wrongs and
faults and weaknesses about me as | do about him. But we have a
common ground, which is not that natural ground at all. It is the
ground of Christ, and | have deliberately to trust Christ in my
brother. It may be some time before He gets the upper hand there
and gets what He is after, but | trust the Lord concerning him and
take my hands off, and believe that the Lord can do a great thing
there’. Some of us would never have gone on very long with some
people but for a deliberate taking of that attitude. Do you think
that my brethren would have continued with me during al these
years if they had not taken that attitude? They have had much to
put up with, but there is something that God has done which tran-
scends that. It
is an inwrought love of God and it is an inwrought determination
not to allow the natural side of things to be the ultimate criterion.
There is a recognition that, however little there is, there is some-
thing of the Lord to reckon upon, and we are in His hands, and we
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are just going on trusting Him. That is very practical, and it is
only in that way that the enemy is defeated and the Lord is glori-
fied. Do you think the name of the Lord is glorified by divisons
and strivings and conflicts, which come about because of natura
conditions of temperament, disposition, and so on? No, there
has been more dishonour brought to the name of the Lord in that
way

than perhaps in any other. The name of the Lord has to be glori-
fied in Zion; that means spiritual ascendency, the taking of higher
ground. That is the persona application of it.

I will carry you much more easily with me when | make the
corporate application. You will agree when | say that, speaking
generally, the glory and power of the name of the Lord Jesus are
not to be found in the church today as they should be, smply
because the church has come down to such an earthly level, and is
so largely athing of thisworld. It has lost the heavenly vision and
its heavenly position. It has become a thing of orders and rites. As
a matter of fact, the church very largely — of course, with nota-
ble and blessed exceptions — has tried to reconstruct an Old
Testament Situation in this age. You have a thing that is seen
down here on the earth, with al its accompaniments, its system of
vestments and what not, a reconstruction of the whole Jewish
system in the Christian age, and called “Christian”. No wonder
the Name has gone out, and the power; it is no longer a heavenly
thing. And so, however you look at it, and wherever you touch it,
the Lord has shown right at the beginning that, if the church isto
be in the mighty power of the name of the Lord Jesus, it has to
leave its low levels and be in the place of the Name spiritualy.
The picture is quite simple, the picture of this going up to Jerusa-
lem three times in a year of a representative company in the old
dispensation.

God governs by spiritual maturity

Well, the day came when the going up was due, and what
happened? They left their own hamlets and villages and towns and
cities wherever they were, asinsular, as apart, as distant; they left
it all and came away from their insularity, their dividedness, their
separateness, and al came up on to one mount, where their one-
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ness in a heavenly place was the great reality. And how blessed a
thing it was for them! And the Lord established that as a testi-
mony three times in every year, saying to them thereby, “lsragl,
you are not so many isolated, separate units, scattered every-
where, living your own little village life or even your own great
city life. You are one people belonging to another city which is
above: your names are enrolled in heaven, you are the church of
the firstborn ones.”

Oh, the amount thereis in the Word of God to bear this out!
Take Joshua 21, for example. There you have the forty-eight Le-
vitical cities. The Levites took the place of the firstborn in all
Israel, and so became in type the church of the firstborn ones.
They were given cities. What are the cities? They are the local
representations of the city, that is al. They have no meaning ex-
cept in their central relatedness to the city. They are, so to speak,
just microcosms of the one city of God. They are the city every-
where expressed; forty-eight — four times twelve — governmen-
tal order. Twelve is the number of government, and twelve is all
the time found associated with God's people. Israel — twelve
tribes. Twelve runs right through to the twenty-first chapter of the
book of the Reveation. And firstborn sons, the church of the
firstborn ones, signify that. Sonship is the full thought of God.
When you touch sonship in God' s thought, you touch maturity in
fulness, completeness of spiritual redlization. “ Ye are come unto
mount Zion ... to the church of the firstborn” (Heb.12:22,23).

Weéll, the Levites of Joshua 21 and their forty-eight Levitical
cities are just one of the many types of this great truth, that God's
thought for His people is spiritual maturity, spiritua fulness, by
which He governs the world. It is a spiritua government. Oh, do |
need to stop with it? You know as well as | do that the people
who have gone on most with the Lord, who are most spiritualy
mature, are the people who realy govern. They may be thor-
oughly inadequate in this world, they may have none of the ad-
vantages that others have here, but they know the Lord, and they
are the people who in spiritual matters come to the fore. Here we
have the whole principle of leadership, which is not officia at all.
Government is vested in spiritual measure, it is a spiritua thing.
Firstborn sons, the forty-eight cities — it is al an expression of
Zion, Zion gathersit al up. It is spiritua fulness, spiritual matur-
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ity by which God will govern.

The power of the Name

It is very impressive to remember that when a name is given
in the Bible, it always means something. You know the cities of
the Pharaohs, and how they gave their names to their cities— Ra-
amses for example. The city is the work of a man, it is produced
by that man, and the name given means that the man is thoroughly
well satisfied with his work, and he can give his name to the city.
We do not, as arule, let our names go on things of which we do
not approve.

Here in Rev. 14 is Zion, and a company standing thereon,
“having his name and the name of his Father written on their
foreheads’. That means that God has no hesitation whatever in
putting His name there; He is thoroughly satisfied. The name of
Jesus smply means that God is completely and perfectly satisfied
with the work that the Lord Jesus has done and has given Him
“the name which is above every name’. In the hundred and forty
four thousand on mount Zion you have a company who have en-
tered so thoroughly into the work of God in Christ that God does
not hesitate to put His name upon them. They bear His name. It is
Zion, with the name of the Lord.

You see what that means. We have to come to the place
where God is satisfied. And where is that? God is satisfied with
nothing on this earth. It is only there in His Son in heaven, as not
belonging at all to thisworld, that God finds His satisfaction. The
Name is there, and it is out from that perfect satisfaction of God
that the Holy Spirit comes with all the power of the Name. And
how mighty that Name has proved to be!

But something has happened. What isit? Look at the people
concerned in Acts 2. First look back a few days. “ They all left
him, and fled” (Mark 14:50). They did not like to have them-
selves associated with His name. “Are you one of His disciples?
No, | am not, | have no connection with Him!” Ashamed of His
name. Then those two as they went on the way to Emmaus, how
miserable they were, utterly in despair. Why? The answer is in
one word — earthliness. Their whole horizon had been earthly.
They had looked for the kingdom of God in terms of earthly, tem-
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poral power, prosperity, and position. Everything for them had
been a matter of this earth, this present life down here and how
things would affect them here and now, and that had proved their
undoing. The cross had put an end to all their hopes. But then
something happened. When Christ arose, by the space of forty
days He repeatedly appeared unto them. The thing was happen-
ing; they were getting a new heavenly vision, a spiritual concep-
tion of things, a transformation of outlook: and then the Spirit
came and put His great seal upon it al. “ My kingdom is not of
this world” (John 18:36) the Lord had said, and now they knew
how true that was. All was heavenly, and no longer did that old
idea of theirs hold them. When the Spirit came, they were men
emancipated from this world, emancipated from the very strongest
ties of which it is possible for man to conceive — religious ties.
Oh, how powerful were their Judaistic bonds! But they were
emancipated now. The vision of Christ in glory did what no com-
bined forces on this earth could have done with Saul of Tarsus. It
emancipated him from his Judaism. | consider that one of the
greatest miracles of the New Testament — the trandation in spirit
of a man from earth to heaven in an instant by revelation; com-
plete emancipation. That is the realm of the power of the Name.
That is the nature of things where the glory of the Name is mani-
fested. We need a new apprehension of what it means to be seated
together with Christ in the heavenlies, a real spiritual experience
of emancipation from things here in al our concerns and anxie-
ties: so free from things here that we are in possession of every-
thing! Paul said, “ All (things) are yours’ . Life is yours, death is
yours, the world is yours, all things are yours (1 Cor. 3:21-23).
To understand what that means is tremendous spiritual uplift. It
means, in a word, that you have come into the place where the
heavens do rule, and whatever the Lord wants you to have, you
will have it: no matter what men or devils say about it, it is yours.
Priorities? Y ou will not get any priorities here, but you can have
priorities every time if the Lord wants you to. No one knows how
it isdone. You may be at the bottom of the waiting list, but if the
Lord requires it you go to the top. Transport or anything is yours
if the Lord wants it. That is a glorious position to be in. We are
quite content not to have athing if the Lord does not want it, but
if we have it in our hearts that the Lord wants it, we have a right
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to go to heaven and take it; it is ours. You find it works out like
that. Somehow or other it comes about when everybody says that
itisimpossible — it just comes about, it happens. The heavens do
rule for those who belong to heaven, and live in heaven. We need
to know there is a mighty authority in the Name; but in al its
forms of manifestation it demands that you are in the heavenly
position. The Name is impotent when you are touching this earth
in voluntary association. But be in the place of the Name, then
ask whatsoever ye will, and it shall be done. If we only know the
place of the Name with regard to everything, we have the key to
the whole situation. The Lord make us understand more what the
Name of the Lord isin Zion.

(concluded)
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THE NECESSITY OF OVERCOMING

“And a great sign was seen in heaven ... And there was seen
another sign in heaven ... And there was war in heaven ... And
they prevailed not, neither was their place found any more in
heaven. And the great dragon was cast down ... he was cast
down to the earth, and his angels were cast down with him. And
| heard a great voice in heaven, saying, Now is come the salva-
tion, and the power, and the kingdom of our God, and the
authority of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast
down, which accuseth them before our God day and night. And
they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb, and be-
cause of the word of their testimony; and they loved not their life
even unto death. Therefore rejoice, 0 heavens, and ye that dwell
in them. Woe for the earth and for the sea: because the devil is
gone down unto you, having great wrath, knowing that he hath
but a short time.” (Rev. 12:1,3,7-12).

God’send isreached by overcoming

In this passage we see the end reached for which the whole
creation is groaning and for which every one of usislonging; the
day when at last the great adversary is cast down because his
power has been broken, and the great shout of triumph and relief
goes up, “Now is come ...” ! the day of God's vindication, and
the vindication of His saintsis here at last! But there is an expla-
nation of this end being reached. It has not just come as the in-
evitable and “automatic” course of events. It has come as the
result of battle. “ They overcame him” (verse 11) isthe key to the
end. The end is only secured by battle, warfare long and sore, and
by victory. God's end is going to be reached by overcoming.
Christ overcame both initially and finally in His cross, but His
triumph has to have a moral and spiritual realization in the saints.
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Here we see spiritua conflict, issuing in a mighty victory, and
that victory is what brings the glorious end, but in that conflict
and its outcome we are al involved.

The necessity of difficulty

If God's purpose is going to be realized along the line of a
progressive ascendency over opposing forces, that is by over-
coming and not being over-come, then herein lies a principle
which explains very much of our persona experience. We know
that the life of every true child of God is beset with trials and
difficulties, and that is the very means by which the transforming
work is done which is so needful, to conform us to the image of
His Son. But there is another fact to be recognized, namely, that
whenever anyone of us really “means business’ with the Lord, the
difficulties seem to increase. There always seems some fresh ob-
stacle in the path, nothing ever seems straightforward! Y ou fight
through one day and with thankfulness come to its end, hoping
that “tomorrow” may be a better day. But no! Day after day may
mean facing one thing after another! Why all this? The answer is
that real spiritual progress and increase is not by a smooth and
simple path but by actua victory or ascendency over each Situa-
tion that arises, whether within ourselves or without. It is having
to prove that God is greater than the situation, that Christ is suffi-
cient for every possible eventuality. The solemn fact is that we
either “overcome” or are overcome, and it is continually and at
every turn a matter of victory or defeat. The vita nature of this
matter isthat the end is going to be realized by progressive inner
triumph in the saints. The enemy is being worsted in a spiritual
and moral way which is leading to his ultimate unseating. The
guestion is: Is he being worsted in your case and in mine or not?
The real meaning of our Situation is a spiritual one, and each dif-
ficulty becomes a great test and a great opportunity.

The scene or realm of this battle

The scene of this great conflict is set “in heaven”. Thereisin
this passage a fourfold repetition of the words “in heaven”. The
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two significant and opposing factors in the conflict are both spo-
ken of as “sgns’ seen “in heaven”. Then the warfare is “in
heaven”, and its outcome is, “no more place in heaven” for the
devil and his angels. We are a once reminded of the “heavenly”
and spiritual realm in which our true life is set. Things are as
heaven sees them and it is in the unseen realm behind everything
that every battle is lost or won! In the case of Job, the earthly
situation was that calamity after calamity fell upon him; for him it
was smply suffering and difficulty, and what was the point of it?
But the explanation lay in another realm, in the sphere of “the
heavenlies’ where mighty spiritual forces stood in opposition, and
Job was but the battleground for great moral and spiritual issues.
Would he under this test and the next, “go down” or would he
“overcome’? The record is that he stood and prevailed — “ In all
this Job sinned not with his mouth” , and the final testimony was
“My servant Job hath spoken of me the thing that is right” . All
heaven and the Lord Himsalf were involved in which way that
battle in a human life would go. Things which we may call little
things matter in heaven, they count tremendously for good or ill.
Nothing is“little” in the life of the saint, which affects the issue of
inner triumph or defeat. Here we have spoken of this matter as it
affects the personal life and we know that everything begins there:
“ Keep thy heart with all diligence for out of it are the issues of
life” . Our whole life and influence depend upon this inner tri-
umph. But from this we move to another matter. Danid is another
example of one whose life was counting tremendoudy in the un-
seen. But in his case the battle was beyond himsdf for the inter-
ests of the Lord in His people. There too there is “a great war-
fare” (Dan. 10:1, R.V.) a prevailing that means the enemy’s de-
feat in situations where the Lord's rights are challenged. A true
inner life with the Lord will lead to effectiveness for the Lord in
the most vital realm.

Theimportance of knowing our spiritual position

As we look again at our passage in Revelation 12 we see
repeatedly that the alternative to “heaven” is spoken of as “earth”.
We read that the dragon cast to the earth certain of the stars of
heaven. Whatever the significance of these stars may be, it points
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to luminaries or dignitaries of a high and heavenly order who lost
their exalted postion. They were brought down! When the “man
child” came to the throne, the dragon and his angels were cast
down to the earth. When that which is of God is “up” — in the
place of ascendency — then Satan is “down”. So it is a matter of
being spiritualy “up” or “down”; “in heaven” or “on earth”; in
victory or in defeat — and it matters tremendoudly which it is.
The first secret of spiritual ascendency is to know what our
spiritual position is. It can be summed up in the words of the
apostle Paul in his letter to the Ephesians, “ in the heavenlies in
Christ Jesus’. Christ is in heaven, in absolute fina ascendency
over the enemy and al his power, and we are “in him”. That is
our position in the thought and will of God. The only alternative
isto be “in ourselves’, and that is a position of hopeless and in-
evitable defeat. The heavenly Man is Christ “far above al”, the
earthly man is Adam and all in him, and it is for us to decide
where we are and where we are going to stay! Defeet is to accept
the ground of what we are in ourselves; victory, “overcoming”, is
to “glory in Christ Jesus’ and stay on that ground!

Have you really once and for al taken your place in Christ
by faith, having been united with Him in His degth, in His resur-
rection, and now in His exatation? Such is God's place and will
for you. If you have not done so, will you trust Him that such is
your position now?

Theimportance of knowing the enemy’s objective

From this follows the extreme importance of our recognizing
that Satan has just one object where we are concerned. It is not
just to worry us or even to make us sin, it is simply to get us
down, out of our position in Christ. So he uses everything in his
power, and he certainly has plenty of materia in this fallen crea-
tion to work upon, to make us accept defeat. He uses circum-
stances, feelings, problems, failure or anything else, to make us
“take on” what we feel or see or arein ourselves. Thereis no need
to take on any of it! Paul knew this, so he says, “ Finally, breth-
ren, be strong in the Lord ... put on the whole armour of God ...
that ye may be able to stand ... and having done all to
STAND”. How important it is to recognize not only what the
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enemy is trying to do, but to realize that al that is necessary is to
stand! There are times when there is just nothing to do, nothing
you can do, but in spirit believe God and not drop down. That is
victory!

A threefold provision for athreefold battle

Though what we have said is the basis of everything, never-
theless there are specific points of possible weakness in our life
and these become the points of particular assault of the enemy. To
counter these assaults and to overcome, requires a knowledge of,
and appropriation of, the full provison made for this very pur-
pose. Here in verse eleven we have this three-fold answer to our
threefold need.

1. “Because of the blood of the Lamb”

The first necessity of spiritual triumph is an absolutely clear con-
science, and assurance of a present acceptance with God, and an
unclouded relationship with Him. Once the conscience becomes
defiled, whether for a true or an unrea reason, and there is a
negative element, “something not right”, in the consciousness —
we begin to lose ground spiritually. Things must never be left like
that; no question of sin or failure must be left unsettled, even if
there is uncertainty whether it has been sin or failure. All matters
relating to sin and failure have been settled by the Lord Jesus
when He died on the cross, and every such matter has therefore
been accounted for by Him. Actua sin must be confessed and
immediate forgiveness is promised (1 John 1:9), and further, “ If
any man sin we HAVE an Advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous, and he IS the propitiation for our sins, and
not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole world” ! The blood
of the Lamb is sufficient to remove al and every sin, and it is for
us not to defend ourselves but to put our absolute trust in the
efficacy of the blood as the answer to every darkening thing,
whether actual known sin when it has been confessed and put
away, or any vague sense of sinfulness that dogs us. Our answer
is not salf-defence, nor is it salf-condemnation, but the blood of
the Lamb! We must get to the point of saying with all our heart:
“Lord, | believe now that all that has been accounted for and
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cleansed by the blood and | thank Thee that there the matter is
Settled.”

When we definitely come to that position we are in fellow-
ship with God, however little we may or may not feel as a result
of such a committal. We must go on in faith, for the fact is that
the blood avails, and we are in victory!

2. “Because of the word of their testimony”

When we have come to a position of faith in the Lord, on the sin
guestion, as settled by the blood of the Lamb, or on any other
matter, there can still be a paralysing sense of weakness or fear,
which amounts to a spirit of defeat, the enemy is stifling and si-
lencing us, and putting us out of the fight. The answer to this
given us, iswhat we will call “ the constant affirmation of faith” .
Hereitiscalled “ the word of their testimony” and “word” means
utterance or declaration. If you have taken a position about
something, if you believe the Lord, then “say so!” There is great
power in a strong affirmation — “al this may be true, but | be-
lieve God!” This “hitting back” in fath is a very vita and
strengthening thing, and can be for us al a most real thing, in
different ways, sometimes an utterance aloud, sometimes a strong
affirmation within our own heart. But this affirmation of faith
means overcoming when defeat may be near so often!

3. “They loved not their life (soul) even unto death”

Here we come to the point where we are all most severely tested,
where none of us can point at another, for this matter, the self-life,
is the great battleground in us al. But is there any answer to it —
to our natura life re-asserting itself in so many possible forms?
What | am, which makes so much impossible. What | feel, my
weakness and unsuitability, or self-strength and self-confidence
which cause defeat, or even physical condition, can so easily be
an excuse for spiritual weakness and failure. The answer is that
we are redlly to leave that ground altogether, refuse to pander to
its pleas and clams, and stand on heavenly ground in Chrigt,
having nothing to do with the other.

Possibility, promise and provision for overcoming
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But is this possible in any real way? The answer is one of
great encouragement to us al. Yesit is possible to learn this great
lesson little by little, day by day, till it is a very real basis of our
life. The provision and possibility lies first in the Word of God
which never requires an impossibility. The Lord has said it, as
His will, therefore | can trust Him to make it true! Further, the
Holy Spirit is in us to make it possible and actual, not by salf-
effort but by His mighty energy within we can overcome day by
day and hour by hour and even moment by moment (Rom. 8:13).

Finally, what blessed encouragement and promise there isin
the very words “ they overcame him” . They did overcome! The
life of progressive ascendency and inner triumph, by which the
greatest eternal issues are being redlized, is for each one of us,
both the will and the provision of the Lord. For all our lack, the
blood avails. Let us “because of the blood” never have a shadow
remaining between us and the Lord. For faith’s constant affirma-
tion, His grace is abundantly sufficient, and for the repudiating of
al the claims of sdlf, day by day, the mighty power of the in-
dwelling Spirit is present to make it areality.

Let us then gladly take the full provison made for victory,
for they that receive abundance of grace shall reign in life. The
power behind every-thing in the unseen and heavenly readm is
being broken in your inner life and mine as we learn the secret of
triumph given to us here so freely and so clearly. The Lord com-
fort our hearts and encourage us to press on.

C.J B.H.
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